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NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NFALC)
Minutes of the General Meeting of the New Forest Association of
Local Councils held at ATC Lyndhurst 20 October 2022 at 6.00pm
Parish/Town Council
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Charles Payne
New Forest District Council
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Apologies:
New Forest National Park Authority


Steve Avery

Ashurst & Colbury




Sue Bennison

East Boldre





Michael Husband

Hordle






Sarah Pitt
Ringwood





John Haywood
1.      Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman welcomed 13 attendees from 14 councils, including Michael Harris, NFDC.

Earlier in the day, the Chairman attended the HALC AGM and was pleased to award two Runner Up prizes to Ashurst & Colbury Parish Council for their entries under Best Outdoor Space and Best Newsletter. Chairman made the award to Karen Cramoysan of Ashurst & Colbury. A great result. Members expressed their appreciation in the normal way. 
The Chairman also mentioned Fawley Parish Council was Winner under the Best Outdoor Space (for their Jubilee Hall Community Garden) and were Runners Up under Best Community Event (Armed Services Day). They received their awards at the HALC AGM.

2.         Minutes

The Chairman referred to Appendix 1 being Minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2022. 
The minutes were approved by those present and agreed as a true record. 
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
3.         Matters Arising

None
4.         Cycling Representative

Richard Taylor as NFALC Cycling Representative said there were no upcoming cycling events at this time. (Post Meeting Note: NF Classic 15 April 2023; NF Tour 16 Sept 2023)
5.         New Forest District Council
Cllr Michael Harris, Portfolio Holder for Business, Tourism & High Streets referred to several new initiatives by NFDC in support of the local economy and its high streets.

NFDC recently purchased a purpose-built supermarket in New Milton town centre (M&S) as part of its approach to investment in the local economy. The newly refurbished store is leased to and occupied by Marks and Spencer Food. Having been empty for many years since it was a Co-Op, NFDC were extremely keen to see this site be brought back into use. The purchase secures an opportunity to support the local economy & local employment 
NFDC want to promote thriving town centres across the district and the introduction of this supermarket in the town encourages a higher footfall, adding to the vitality of the town centre. NFDC has also started the marketing of its development at Platinum Jubilee Business Park Ringwood, expected to be available early in 2023. The site will provide seven buildings with up to 16 light industrial units, and up to eight office units.
This development, set to support around 150-200 jobs once completed and fully let, is well advanced and will undoubtedly create strong benefits for the local supply chain and play a part in promoting economic growth, not only in Ringwood, but across the district. 
Parking costs in the New Forest district car parks will not rise in 2023. The New Forest District Council short stay annual ‘parking clock’ will remain at £30, long stay annual clock at £140, and long stay quarterly clock at £40.  Car park charges in the New Forest District towns and villages has not changed since January 2018 and so these will stay the same, and coastal car park charges will be held at the current price. 

This decision supports highstreets, local businesses, communities, and residents in the current cost of living situation by continuing to provide exceptional value parking in car parks across the district. In recent years, there has been considerable investment to improve car parking infrastructures and technology, as well as maintenance and landscaping. The council has invested in Electric Vehicle Charging Points (EVCPs) and now has 29 fast chargers (22Kwh) in 10 of our town and village car parks.  

Looking to the future, the council plans to have a mixture of fast and rapid chargers in 5 additional car parks in the district. Charging points will be provided in 3 coastal car parks at Milford and Barton on Sea and aim to be available by summer 2023. Additional rapid chargers will be installed at Ringwood Furlong to provide a charging ‘hub’ which will support the town and local economy. 
New Forest District Council leader, Cllr Edward Heron has written to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, in response to the call for expressions of interest to become an Investment Zone which was announced by government on 24 September 2022. The letter reiterates that as a partner in the Solent Freeport, New Forest District Council is keen to secure the greatest benefits for their residents, as well as the local area. Further details are attached to these minutes, including copy of letter.
6.         Safer New Forest Partnership



Chairman referred to Appendix 2, a Survey NFDC asked towns and parishes to complete.
The Safer New Forest Partnership is required to undertake annual community consultation regarding crime and disorder.  The Community Safety Team have completed their annual community engagement events across the New Forest, engaging with local residents regarding crime and anti-social behaviour.

  
Following the success of the events, at the beginning of September they asked for feedback from Town & Parish Councils seeking their views and thoughts on their local areas.  That will help inform the Safety Partnership on their annual strategic assessment. To date, they have only received 5 responses from local councils.

The Chairman asked that this matter be brought to the attention of local clerks.
7.         Cost of Living



Chairman referred to Appendix 3, that NFDC asked towns & parishes to complete.

Further to an email at the end of September, NFDC are keen to get a conversation started about the impact of cost of living and are keen to hear from councils on what they’re doing, what support is available locally and how NFDC can assist.
The Chairman asked members to assist, as NFDC had only received 3 responses.
The Co-ordinator said New Milton is working closely with Citizens Advice – New Forest (CANF) and Ryan Stevens at NFDC who is coordinating various initiatives. Michael Harris suggested local councils contact Ryan Stevens to discuss options...
District Council provides funding for warm spaces
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New Forest District Council (NFDC) has set up a specific grant scheme where local groups and organisations can apply for one-off funding to offer a warm welcoming space this winter.

Ryan Stevens, service manager at NFDC, said “These are being referred to nationally as ‘warm spaces’ or ‘warm banks’, and we know that there are already places in our community who run sessions and activities.  The idea of our funding is to support a safe place where people can go to get warm, access food, chat over a hot drink, or learn about support available to them. If local groups want to set up sessions or activities, or want to put on existing activities for longer, or more frequently, then we want to hear from them as this funding could help them do that. Services across the council are working with our many partners as part of a cost-of-living group to build on the range of support available. This includes promoting what we are doing, what help there is from other organisations we are working with and providing advice and information on a variety of topics such as food, claiming benefits and energy.” 

Grants of between £200 - £1,000 are available by completing an online form available at www.newforest.gov.uk/warmspacesgrant .  Applications will be assessed taking into account the community reach and impact and will also consider the spaces already identified by our partner organisations to ensure we support a spread of warm spaces across the district. The council’s website has information on cost of living support at www.nfdc.gov.uk/costofliving
The CANF New Forest Cost of Living report highlights the issues facing low-income households living in the New Forest. Please see copy of report attached to the minutes. 


The Co-ordinator explained a multi-agency approach is being adopted, with HCC also providing support. If advice is needed, Hampshire residents can call 0800 804 8601
Services include:
· assistance to switch energy provider or tariff to help save money on your fuel bills

· signposting and referrals to other organisations, such as: benefits and debt advice
· safe and well visits by Hampshire and Isle of Wight Fire & Rescue Service

· eligibility check for the Warm Home Discount and local energy efficiency schemes

· home visits from our Advisors offering advice and practical support

· support with temporary heating measures if you are without heating

· help to access funding, where available, for boiler repairs and replacements 

· Delivered through trusted 'Buy with Confidence' contractors.         
8.         New Forest National Park

It is interesting to note from the Chief Executive’s latest report for 20 October NPA meeting that at a time of uncertainty for individuals, businesses and communities in the New Forest, the full NPA staff team received a presentation from Citizens Advice on the New Forest ‘Cost of Living Campaign’ which is partly funded by HCC. 
A report on the review of the adopted Hampshire Minerals & Waste Plan was considered at the Authority’s Planning Committee in October, following an earlier report endorsed at the July full Authority meeting, which set out the timetable for the review of the Plan. Two new sites in Hordle (Yeatton Farm) and New Milton (Ashley Manor Farm) have been listed as potential quarries in a proposed strategy for sand and gravel digging. 

The joint ‘Care for the Forest, Care for Each Other’ campaign was run again this year. NPA have continued to work closely with NFDC in considering the feasibility of a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) to address persistent ‘anti-social’ behaviour (ASB) and misuse of the Forest. This has involved collating and submitting evidence to NFDC to support a PSPO to address fires / BBQs plus feeding and petting livestock.
With the launch of the new Partnership Plan 2022–2027, the NPA have set up new programme steering groups comprising officers from across the relevant teams within the Authority to help progress work on the Partnership Plan priorities. The first meeting of the new Leaders’ Panel was due to take place in the New Forest in September but is being rescheduled because of the Mourning Period following The Queen’s death.

9.         Hampshire Association of Local Councils
The Chairman referred to Appendix 4 and HALC Newsletter for further details of Village of the Year Winners (Odiham) & Best Small Village Winner (Longparish) - copy attached.
The Chairman related his experience of reporting a rural crime to the local PCSO & online https://www.hampshire.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rc/rural-crime/
10. AOB - Various items were discussed, including NPA & HALC meetings held earlier today.
Next Meeting – On-line via Zoom Communications, Thursday 2 February 2023 from 6.00pm. 
There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman closed the Meeting just after 6.45 pm. 
Chairman
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