STEPHANIE BENNETT Clerk to the Council

Tel: (023) 8084 1411

Fax: (023) 8084 2181

email:Stephanie.bennett@hytheanddibden.gov.uk
PAGE  
Appendix 2                                                                


[image: image1.png]



New Forest Association of Local Councils Neighbourhood Planning Focus Group
Terms of Reference
1. Background
New Forest Association of Local Councils agreed to form and support a Focus Group for Neighbourhood Planning.  These terms of reference set out what is expected of the Sub Group and how it will operate. It must be noted that NFALC is a member lead organisation.
2. Purpose
The purpose of the focus group is to:

· Provide a contact point for all authorities and agencies to engage with New Forest or New Forest National Park area Parish and Town Councils, and Neighbourhood Forums with regard to any business related to Neighbourhood Planning;

· Provide a forum to discuss issues and ideas relating to Neighbourhood Planning;

· Advise external authorities and agencies on appropriate barriers and issues being faced by those undertaking the Neighbourhood Planning Process;

· Provide a virtual advice platform to any area considering or undertaking Neighbourhood Planning in the New Forest area;

· Share information with all partners on work which has been undertaken that has gone well, and not so well.

3. Principles
The Focus Group will operate under the following principles:
· The Chairman will be an elected Parish Council member and the council of the Chairman will facilitate the Focus Group;
· The Group will operate in a democratic, transparent and fair fashion, allowing opinions and ideas to be put forward by all;
· The Group will give or encourage not only those undertaking the process but also those interested in undertaking the Neighbourhood Planning an opportunity to inform and shape the local arrangements with core partners;
· The group will operate in a positive and constructive manner.
4. Tasks and Activities of the Focus Group
· Meet at least quarterly and report back to NFALC;
· Raise awareness of Neighbourhood Planning in the New Forest;
· Provide information to all Parishes through NFALC.
5.  Membership of sub committee
The Focus Group shall be open to all interested parties from Parishes within the New Forest.
6.  Finance and resource management

Funds are available and are to be requested from NFALC.
7. Changes to the Terms of Reference
Any amendments to the terms of reference may be identified by the Focus Group and will be considered and agreed by NFALC.
These Terms of Reference were adopted by NFALC on the 21st April, 2016.
Signed

Cllr Goff Beck (Chairman)
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