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Tim Lawton

Assistant Director Highways Traffic and Engineering

Hampshire County Council

The Castle

Winchester

Hants

SO23 8UJ
          1 November 2019
Dear Mr Lawton
Partnership Plan for the New Forest
At our meeting of NFALC on 16 October 2019, I was asked to write to you about the above.
I am told the partnership plan for the New Forest of November 2015 had action point TT7 with HCC as the lead organisation to: 

'Produce and implement a maintenance plan and specification for highway operations setting out agreed standards within the National Park, taking into account sensitivity of its protected landscapes and habitats.'
I understand this has not happened.  

The only existing method for mending eroded edges of roads approved by Natural England is using locally sourced hoggin - this does not work, as any substantial rainfall simply washes it away leaving the problem as bad, or worse than before.  HCC know this and have acknowledged it on several occasions.  

A possible pilot project using crushed granite has failed to happen. Minstead Parish Council have been chasing this problem for over 5 years with zero progress, I am assured.  Many roads in Minstead parish have continued to deteriorate and several are now dangerous.  In places, vehicles regularly get beached on the edge of the tarmac if they put a wheel off the edge.  Comments at the NFALC meeting from other parishes confirmed that this problem exists in many locations across the Forest.

The partnership plan for the New Forest is due to be updated - can HCC and Natural England please get together, with NFNPA who are co-ordinating the update, and agree a practical methodology to fix our roads before they finally crumble.
Thanking you in anticipation.
Yours sincerely
Graham Flexman
Co-Ordinator
New Forest Association of Local Councils
cc. Steve Avery, Director NFNPA and Natural England, Eastleigh House, Hants SO50 9YN
