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Dorset saw the creation of three new local (parish and town) councils this 
week as local government re-organisation in the county went up a gear. 

The three new local councils – Weymouth Town Council, Christchurch 
Town Council and Highcliffe and Walkford Neighbourhood Council – were 
legally established on 1 April 2019 with first elections taking place on 2 
May. 

Weymouth Town Council announced it had opened its doors corporately 
for business with a news story on the Dorset Council web pages. The 
council will be responsible for maintaining Weymouth’s stunning beach 
and esplanade, beautiful green-spaces such as Greenhill, Nothe and 
Radipole Gardens, historical monuments including the Jubilee Clock and 
King George III’s bathing machine, and valued facilities such as the town’s 
public toilets, cemeteries and allotments. 

Christchurch Town Council will be responsible for looking after the 
regalia of the former Christchurch borough and will retain the former 
borough’s crest, coat of arms and flag, and managing much of the historic 
town’s heritage. 

Highcliffe and Walkford Neighbourhood Council, the smallest of the 
three new councils to be created, will be responsible for maintaining open 
spaces, sports pitches and recreation grounds which are currently 
maintained by, amongst others, the Christchurch Grounds Maintenance 
team. The council will be created following the work of a shadow council 
which undertook much of the preparation work. 

Cllr Sue Baxter, chairman of NALC, said “We are delighted that the three 
new local councils in Dorset have now been formally created. We know 
they will do a tremendously important job for their residents in improving 
their areas, working closely as they already have with the Dorset 
Association of Parish and Town Councils and with the support of the 
National Association of Local Councils. It only remains now for councillors 
to be formally elected on 2 May and then the exciting business of 
delivering the council’s responsibilities can start.” 

https://news.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/2019/04/01/weymouth-town-council-opens/
https://news.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/2019/04/01/weymouth-town-council-opens/
https://www.advertiserandtimes.co.uk/bournemouth-christchurch-poole-council
http://moderngovcbc.christchurchandeastdorset.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?MId=1247

