NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

ANNUAL REPORT – 2017/18
Our Association meets 4 times a year, on a quarterly basis. At our AGM In July 2017, we heard about Safer New Forest, a multi-agency partnership that is required by law to produce a strategy in its area each year for:
· reducing crime and disorder 

· combatting the misuse of drugs, alcohol and other substance abuse 

· the reduction of re-offending

In regard to the Safer New Forest, we heard some member councils referred to a lack of Police presence at their council meetings, something that Chief Inspector Rob Mitchell, District Commander from Hampshire Police will take up. Rural crime is being addressed, but the main priorities nowadays are a) harm to children & sex abuse b) modern day slavery c) drug harm and d) domestic abuse. Shaun Lawrence, Station Commander for Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service had recorded 96 arson-related incidents so far this year.
At our October 2017 meeting, we received an update about the direction of travel of the NFDC Local Plan review. NFDC is aiming to report the Submission version of the Local Plan to Council in March 2018, and will publish an updated Local Development Scheme when the timetable is certain, subject to the progress and outcome of further technical work on three matters below:
· Air quality (Habitat Regulations): the effects of emissions from cumulative traffic growth 

· Water quality (Habitat Regulations): the cumulative impact of treatment work discharges 

· Flood risk: new flood risk mapping identifies new risk of flooding on some proposed sites
In January 2018, representatives from UKCE updated members on cycling activities in the New Forest:
· Wiggle Spring 14/15 April 2018 - 4,250 participants expected, based at Somerley
· Brewin Dolphin 7 July 2018 - 1,000 participants anticipated, based at Gang Warily
· Wiggle New Forest 16/17 September, 2018 - 3,700 participants, based at Somerley

All the key statutory organisations (police, highways, councils) and many other organisations in the National Park have backed the cycling charter, which contains 30 clauses setting out best practice on organising cycling events in the New Forest. Last year, the National Park Authority joined with the District Council’s Safety Advisory Group (SAG) to set up a Cycling Liaison Group following unacceptable behaviour by a minority of both riders and residents and a rise in complaints about cycling events. The Cycling Liaison Group agreed all but two clauses, one of which was a cap of 1,000 riders per day. 
UKCE is the only event organiser that attracts over 1,000 participants per day to cycle events in the New Forest. The company does not believe the cap of 1,000 participants is realistic or appropriate. However, UKCE routinely liaise with the SAG in advance of each event and provide detailed event plans. Whilst agreeing the Wiggle Bournemouth event on 26 June 2017 attracted around 1,000 participants, UKCE said it only affected the west of the Forest. Members pointed out it affected some parish councils in the New Forest district, north of Ringwood. The Chairman thanked Natalie Hicks and Jo Pickering from UK Cycling Events.
At our last meeting in April 2018, we heard from two representatives of Hampshire Legal Services (HLS) based in Winchester, being Robert Matthews, Business Development Consultant and Paul Hodgson, Deputy Head of Legal Services at Hampshire County Council. HALC now has a Service Level Agreement (SLA) with Hampshire Legal Services. Hampshire Services is the name used by Hampshire County Council for its traded services. Hampshire Legal Services (HLS) is a dedicated team of specialist lawyers providing both legal support and advice for all those involved in delivering public services. Paul Hodgson explained that HLS has a dedicated team of some 70 specialist lawyers providing advice and representation to members and officers across the full range of Hampshire County Council activities.

Whilst HLS focus has traditionally been on work for local government, the emergency services and schools, they are increasingly advising a much wider range of organisations that directly or indirectly deliver public services, including charities and not-for-profit businesses. The combination of breadth of expertise, public sector experience and ability to deliver a cost effective solution, together with our commitment to providing a first class service, enables HLS to deliver real and lasting benefits for all of the clients HLS serve. If you’re a clerk or otherwise responsible for running a local parish or town council, then you’re embedded in local democratic and public service delivery and may require specialist legal advice from HLS.

Whatever the outcome of the above discussions, without NFALC neither the District nor the National Park Authority or County Council for that matter would have a vehicle through which they could all communicate and work in partnership with Town and Parish Councils within the New Forest District. All 3 Authorities and now Hampshire Police and Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service utilise this local Association to help them.
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